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Daquerreotype tra Begins
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1847

First Photos of War
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1850

First Positive Photographic Prints on Paper

In 1850, Frenchman Louis Désiré Blanquart-Evrard invents a type of

photographic paper using table salt, aloumen (egg whites), and silver
nitrate. The paper creates an exposure in a relatively short time (minutes
to hours) and produces a positive image without the need for

development. Relatively easy to mass produce, Blanquart-Evrard's paper

makes photography accessible to amateurs.



1851

Wet Plate Process Invented




1858

First Bird's-Eye View Photos
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taken in 1860 by American photographer James Wallace Black

Black ascends 1.200 feet (366 meters) over Boston in a tethered
hot-air balloon and takes several aerial photos of the city. One

comes out, which he names, "Boston as the Eaagle and the Wild




First Color Photo




1871

Dry Plate Process Invented

English inventor R.L. Maddox, seeking to develop a less cumbersome
process than the prevailing wet-plate collodion methoq, experiments
successfully with silver bromide and gelatin to produce a dry plate. Later
enhancements of this technique produce plates that are extremely

sensitive to light and can be made in advance and developed well after a

photo is exposed. The more forgiving process further opens photography

L0 amateurs.
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1880

Eastman Dry Plate Company Established

In 1879, American entrepreneur George Eastman invents and patents a
coating machine for mass-producing gelatin dry plates. Using a
secondhand engine bought for $125, he begins commercial production
of the plates in 1880. In 1881, Eastman and a family friend form the
Eastman Dry Plate Company, which eventually leads to the ascendancy of
the Eastman-Kodak Company.




1888

First Kodak Camera Released

Under the marketing slogan "You press the button, we do the rest,”

George Eastman releases the Kodak camera in 1888. This simple device

comes preloaded with a hundred photos worth of rolled film. Users send
the whole camera to the company, where the film is developed, prints
made, new film inserted, and the camera returned.

Despite much speculation, the word "Kodak" has no significance or
meaning. Eastman simply invented a word that began and ended with his

favorite letter, k.




1889

Introduction of Nitrocellulate Film Photography

In 1889 the Eastman Dry Plate and Film Company introduces
nitrocellulose, the first flexible and transparent film. The film's ease of use
helped Eastman-Kodak make photography more accessible to amateurs.
However, it had the drawback of being extremely flammable and prone

to deteriorating over time.




1900

Kodak Brownie Box Camera With Roll Film Introduced

a dollar. Named for a popular cartoon series and aggressively marketed to

amateurs, including children, the revolutionary camera flies off shelves,
selling 100,000 units in the first year.




1910

Hand-Colored Photos Published in National Geographii
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1914

First Natural Color Photograph in National Geographic

i Teatures its
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1926

First Underwater Photos




1931

Electric Flash Invented and Patented

In 1931 American engineer Harold Edgerton invents the stroboscopic
light. The device is pu“'rriul fast, and reusable, giving it broad

applications not only for photography, but for science as well. Edgerton's

invention allows h"m to take clear photographs of fast-moving subjects,

and his stop-motion images, the first of their kind, captivate viewers.




1934
"Safety Film" Widely Used

Though cellulose acetate, or safety film, was first invented in 1909, it isn't
until the mid-1930s that technological advances allow it to supplant the

widely used, and highly flammable, nitrate films.







1938

First Photocopying Technique Patented

In September 1938, American physicist Chester Carlson applies for a

patent on his electrophotography process, which transfers images to

paper using a sulfur-coated plate and lycopodium powder. The pm ess
would later be dubbed xerography, from the Greek xero, meaning "dry
and graphy, meaning "writing." In 1947, a sm oto-paper company

named H.';1|¢’_'r|d would win the right to develop a xerographic machine.

The company would later change its name to the now familiar Xerox.




1940

First High-S5peed Photography Images

Dr. Harold "Doc” Edgerton, a professor
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1947

Polaroid Camera Invented
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1960

Oceanbve Invented




1963

Polaroid Releases First Color Instant Film

In 1963 Polaroid introduces Polacolor, the first instant camera film that

produces color photos. This same year Kodak releases its Instamatic

camera, with easy-to-use cartridge film. By 1970, more than 50 million

Instamatics have been produced.




1966

First View of Earth From the Moon

first view of Earth from the
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1969

First Photojournalistic Images in National Geographic

National Geographic photographer James Blair begins photographing for an assig
g, published in the December 1970 issue, marks the first time the magazine features unsettling, photojournalistic in

ist about maki Q pretty picture " Blair later say It can also serve a |




1972

Blue Marble" Earth Photo Taken
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1975

First Digital Camera Invented

In 1975, Steven Sasson, an electnical engineer working for Kodak, finishes work
on the world's first digital camera. The device, about the size of a toaster, uses
a new electronic sensor called a charge coupled device, or CCD, and a

recording cassette. The first picture is of a lab technician, who after seeing her

garbled image on a TV screen, tells Sasson that his invention “needs more

WOTK.
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First Shot of Surface of Mars




1990

Adobe Photoshop Released

In February of 1990, Adobe Systems releases its first digital image-editing

software package, Photoshop 1.0. The original program, developed by

brothers John and Thomas Knoll, is compatible only with Apple

Macintosh computers. A Windows version is released in 1992,




1991

First Commercial Digital Still Camera

K poak releases i




1991

Crittercam Makes Debut




1992

Web Photo Standards Established

In 1992, the Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG), a collaboration of
three leading standards organizations, releases its guidelines for

compressing images for storage and transmission over the Internet. The

format, which aims to display an image within one second using a 64-

kilobit/sec ISDN line, becomes the international standard for viewing

images on the Web.



2000

First Camera Phone

In 2000, Japanese electronics firm Sharp introduces its |-SH04, or J-Phone,

the first mobile phone to feature an integrated image sensor for taking

digital photos. Image resolution is a modest 0.1 megapixels, but the

feature helps increase Sharp's share of the mobile phone market and sets

the stage for the widespread "citizen photojournalism” of today.




2004

Kodak Ceases Production of Film Cameras

In 2003, U.S. consumers buy more digital cameras than film cameras for
the first time. In January 2004, Kodak, the company that brought
photography to the masses with its one-dollar Brownie camera,

announces it will no longer sell 35-mm film cameras.




2009

Kodak Ceases Production of Kodachrome Film

In June 2009, faced with precipitously declining sales due first to easier-

to-develop films and later to the ascendancy of digital photography,

Kodak announces it will no longer make Kodachrome film. Introduced in

1936, some of the 20th century's most memorable images were shot
using Kodachrome, including National Geographic ph«:&tr_;qrapher Steve
McCurry's 1985 photo of a red-scarved Afghan refugee with piercing

green €yes.




